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Introduction to Poly-victimization: Child and Adult Advocacy 

Studies  

Psychology 981: Special Topics (1, 3 credits)   

Sociology 781/881Special Topics (3 credits) 

Pre-requisite: Graduate Status at IUP, Honors IUP, or Permission from Instructor 

Instructor: Dr. Pearl Berman 

 
Office Number: 206 Uhler Hall 
Office Address: 1020 Oakland Avenue 
Phone: 724-357-2105 
email: psberman@iup.edu 
 

OFFICE HOURS (EST) 

 

Office hours:   Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday May 12 ʹ 14, 2014 
                           8:30 a.m. ʹ 11:30 a.m., 1:30-5:00 p.m.   
                           Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday May 20-24, 2014 
                            9 a.m. ʹ 11 a.m.  
                           Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday May 27-29, 2014 
                           8:30 a.m. ʹ 11:30 a.m., 1:30-5:00 p.m.   
                              

Catalog Description 

This course will provide an overview of the research literature on poly-victimization and poly-
perpetration including the common etiological factors that have been found across types of 
interpersonal violence. Topics may include the prevalence of different forms of interpersonal 
victimization and perpetration, warning signs of different forms of interpersonal violence, and 
importance of interdisciplinary collaboration for effective treatment and prevention of interpersonal 
violence across the lifespan. This course will provide practice in analyzing cases involving allegations of 
interpersonal violence.  

Course Outcomes 

Students will: 

1. Be introduced to the multifaceted causes of interpersonal violence across the lifespan. 
2. Recall the warning signs of interpersonal violence across the lifespan.  
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REQUIRED Text  

Hamby, S., & Grych, J. (2013). The Web of Violence: Exploring Connections Among Different Forms of 
      Interpersonal Violence and Abuse. Springer Briefs in Sociology. New York, NY: Springer. 
 
Additional required readings will be made available for viewing on D2L course site. 
 

Special Resource Requirements 

All students will be expected to attend all four days of the REACH conference May 

Required Technology Skills and Software 

Technology Skills 

Students enrolled in this course should possess the following technology skills: 

 The ability to use Desire to Learn (D2L) and its associated tools, 
including discussion/chat, grades, and assignment submission features  

 

http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2_allversions.html
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/howto.aspx?id=85564
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2_allversions.html
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accommodations. Assistance for individuals with disabilities is available through IUP Disability 

Support Services at http://www.iup.edu/disabilitysupport or via telephone at 724-357-4067. 

Academic Integrity Policy 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania expects a full commitment to academic integrity from each student. 
This syllabus represents a contract between you and the instructor of this course and that you agree to 
follow the rules and expectations set up therein. All of the following will be considered a serious breach 
of Academic integrity:  

 Providing or receiving unauthorized assistance in coursework, 
including papers, exams, and examinations.  

 Using unauthorized materials and resources during exams and tests.  

 Possessing course examination materials without the prior 
knowledge of the instructor.  

 Plagiarizing, using papers, dissertations, essays, reports, speeches, 
and oral presentations, take-home examinations, computer projects, 
and other academic exercises or passing off of ideas or facts beyond 
common knowledge, without attribution to their originators.  

 Engaging in behaviors that are disruptive or threatening to others.  

 Using computer technology in any way other than for the purposes 
intended for the course.  

 

Please note that Dr. Berman will use a variety of technologies to check 
the authenticity of student work. Violations of academic integrity will be 

http://www.iup.edu/disabilitysupport
http://www.iup.edu/registrar/catalog/default.aspx
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Reading Unit 2: Child and Youth Victimization within the Family 

Textbook: Hamby & Grych Chapter 4 
Articles: 
 
Turner, H. Aa., Finkelhor, D., & Ormrod, R. (2010). Poly-Victimization in a National Sample of Children  
   and Youth. American Journal of Preventive Medicine. 38 (3), 323-330. DOI:   
   0.1016/j.amepre.2009.11.012. 
Finkelhor, D., Ormrod, R., Turer, H., & Holt, M. (2009). Pathways to Poly-Victimization. Child 
         Maltreatment, 14,  316-329. DOI: 10.1177/1077559509347012.  
Finkelhor, D., Turner, H. Ormrod, R., & Hamby, S. (2009). Violence, Abuse, and Crime Exposure in a  
     National Sample of Youth. Pediatrics, 124, 1411. DOI: 10.1542/peds.2009

http://www.ctsjournal.com/
http://www.wcwonline.org/proj/datingviolence/ShiftingBoundaries.pdf
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    and Abuse:  Resources and Responses for Individuals and Families, Volume II, Cultural, community,  
    educational and advocacy responses (241-277). Santa Barbara, CA:  Praeger.  
McHugh, M.C., Livingston, N. & Frieze, I. H. (2008).  Intimate Partner Violence:   Perspectives on   
        Research and Intervention. In F. Denmark & M. Paludi (Eds.).  Psychology of Women:  A   
        Handbook of Issues and Theories. (pp. 555-589) Westport:  Preager.  
Lamis, D., A., Leenaars, L. S., Jahn, D. R. & Lester, D. (2013). Intimate partner violence: Are perpetrators  
    also victims and are they more likely to experience suicide ideation? Journal of Interpersonal Violence 
    28:3109. DOI: 10.1177/0866260513488691. 
Watt, M., & Scrandis, D. (2013). Traumatic childhood exposures in the lives of male perpetrators of 
    female intimate partner violence. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 28:2813. DOI: 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/226456.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/OP382
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     Medicine, 178 (4), 359-361. DOI: 10.7205/MILMED-D-12-00427. 
Valene, S., & Wight, C. (2007). Military sexual trauma: Violence and sexual abuse. Military Medicine,  
     172, 3:259.    
 

 Student Assignments  

The instructor will provide hypothetical case studies on D2L that will relate to one or more of the 
following: mono-victimization; poly-victimization; mono- perpetration; and poly-perpetration. Students 
will be asked to apply the knowledge they have gained from their assigned textbook and assigned 
readings in the analysis of each case. Issues that must be covered in these analyses include: personal, 
family, and situational data that suggest that perpetration or victimization has occurred; risk factors 
present for further victimization or perpetration; and protective factors that decrease risk for further 
victimization or perpetration.  There must be accurate citations made to appropriate course readings to 
support all main points of each analysis.   

Unit 2   Child Victimization Case Analysis  50 points   Uploaded to D2L by 11 p.m. on 

                                            5/13/2014 . 

Unit 3   School Victimization Case Analysis  50 points   Uploaded to D2L by 11 p.m. on 

                                            5/15/2014. 

Unit 4   Intimate Partner Case Analysis  50 points   Uploaded to D2L by 11 p.m. on 

                                            5/17/2014. 

Unit 5 or 6  Elder Abuse Case or Military Sexual Assault Case Analysis 50 points     

                                            Uploaded to D2L by 11 p.m. on 5/19/2014. 

   
        

Conference Course Activity (May 20
th

-May 23
rd

)  

The conference runs during May 20th- May 23rd from 11am to 8pm.  Students are expected to attend 
each day of the conference.  Your ability to fully attend all days and times of the conference is absolutely 
necessary for success in this course.  Inability to attend will result in failure.  You will be required to sign 
attendance sheets at each keynote address and breakout session
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Thursday Conference Paper 25 points Uploaded to D2L by 9 a.m. on Wednesday, May 28th. 

Friday Conference Paper 25 points Uploaded to D2L by 9 a.m. on Friday, May 30th. 

Grading Scale 
90-100%= A 

80-89%= B 

70-79%=C 

69% and below = F 


