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Correcting Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices 

 

Sometimes writers inadvertently write fragments, comma splices, and run-ons. If you seem to 
frequently create these kinds of errors in your writing, give yourself time to revise specifically 
to eliminate them, separate from the general revision you do on the ideas and content of the 
paper. 
 

What is a sentence fragment? 
There are two kinds of fragments. Some fragments are incomplete sentences trying to stand as 
whole, independent sentences:  I knew where to find the missing jewels. On the bookshelf. 
 
Other fragments are “subordinate” clauses trying to stand independently:  We went to the 
store. Although we didn’t buy anything. 
 

How do I correct a sentence fragment? 
To correct a sentence fragment, ask yourself the following questions: 
 

1. Does the sentence have a subject and verb and no subordinating words?  
 
Example:  Walked to the store.  (This fragment needs a subject.) 
Example:  The books on the shelf.  (This fragment needs a verb.) 

 
2. Is the sentence a dependent clause, which means that it’s subordinate to another 

sentence and therefore should be part of it? Common subordinating words that turn a 
sentence into a dependent clause are: although, as, because, since, though, that, unless, 
when, where 
 
Example: We went to the store. Although we didn’t buy anything.  
Corrected sentence: We went to the store, although we didn’t buy anything.  
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How do I correct a comma splice or a run-on sentence? 


